
Finding Scholarly Or Academic Books script 

 

You need a scholarly or academic book for your research paper. The library has access 
to thousands of print and e-books in the collection, but how do you know if a book is 
scholarly or not?  

Have a look at the publisher.  

Scholarly books are typically published by a university press, such as the University of 
Toronto Press, or a scholarly association such as the American Psychological 
Association. 

But there are many academic publishers of scholarly books that aren't university 
presses or scholarly associations, such as Academic Press, Sage, Taylor and Francis, 
and Wiley. 

Have a look at the author or authors.  

Scholarly books are written by academics, researchers, and other experts in their field. 
Scholarly authors have valid academic credentials and usually have advanced degrees, 
such as a doctoral degree, and may work at a university, a college, or a research 
Institute. 

Scholarly authors use scholarly books to share the results of their original research with 
other researchers and scholars in their discipline or specific field of study, and to the 
scholarly community at large. 

Sometimes, you'll see that each chapter in the scholarly book is written by different 
scholarly authors, and that an editor or editors are listed on the title page. Editors have 
expertise in the subject area and ensure that each chapter is written to the publisher’s 
academic standards. 

Have a look at the content. 

Scholarly authors use academic or complex language and specialized terminology 
relevant to the discipline or specific field of study. The in-depth, scholarly content is 
intended for academic research and study and to expand knowledge in specialized 
subject areas. 

Scholarly books may contain graphs, tables, and charts. They also often contain a 
combination of primary and secondary sources.  

 

 



Have a look at the documentation.  

Scholarly books use in-text citations, footnotes or endnotes, and include a bibliography 
or a list of references at the end of each chapter or at the end of the book. These are 
resources that the author cited or consulted in their research, building on and 
responding to the research of other scholars and experts. 

Scholarly books can be in print or electronic formats. Let's have a look at this example 
of a scholarly eBook available in the library collection. This is the publisher, the authors, 
the authors’ affiliations, the abstract or summary, the table of contents, tables and 
charts, academic language, in-text citations, references, and additional information 
about the authors.  

If you're still not sure if a book is scholarly or not, check with your subject, librarian. 

We are here for you. 

 


