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Background

• IslandScholar 1.0 launched Dec 2008
• Introduced Open Access (OA) to campus
– started with 4,000+ citations
– effort to add more citations and PDF’s 
– helped promote OA across schools/faculties
– facilitated discussion of  OA policy

• Islandora software has evolved over 4 years
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Open Access

“free, immediate, permanent, 
full-text, online access, for any 
user, web-wide, to digital 
scientific and scholarly material, 
primarily research articles 
published in peer-reviewed 
journals”

Wikipedia:Open Access
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Open Access Database

• Collection of  the scholarly output of  an 
institution, typically with OA fulltext copy

• Also known as an Institutional Repository 
or IR - over 3,000 IRs globally

• Widely accepted as a key part of  the 
scholarly publishing landscape

• Indexed and tracked in Google Scholar as 
well as other article databases
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Open Impact

• In health research, OA and “Top Impact” 
Closed articles have similar citation levels *

• In astrophysics, articles with links to 
research data had 50% more citations * 

• In physics, strength of  the relation between 
Impact Factor and citations is decreasing *

• Accesses ↑ is as important as citations *

• Estimates put OA deposit at 30%
http://opcit.eprints.org/oacitation-biblio.html

http://www.biomedcentral.com/1741-7015/10/73
http://www.biomedcentral.com/1741-7015/10/73
http://hprints.org/hprints-00714715
http://hprints.org/hprints-00714715
http://arxiv.org/abs/1205.4328
http://arxiv.org/abs/1205.4328
http://www.8thismpp2012.com/documents/W0062%2520ISMPP%2520Rees%2520Poster%252016%2520April%25202012.pdf
http://www.8thismpp2012.com/documents/W0062%2520ISMPP%2520Rees%2520Poster%252016%2520April%25202012.pdf
http://opcit.eprints.org/oacitation-biblio.html
http://opcit.eprints.org/oacitation-biblio.html
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Mandates and Policies

• Over 20 international agencies have OA 
deposit mandates, often 6-12 months after

• NSF and NIH mandate, including for NSF 
requirement for a data management plan

• CIHR has a mandate, SSHRC has signed 
Berlin declaration and will have mandate

• UPEI OA Policy encourages deposit of  
articles in IslandScholar and data in a VRE
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CIHR

• ensure that all research papers generated from CIHR 
funded projects are freely accessible through the 
Publisher's website or an online repository within six 
months of  publication;

• deposit bioinformatics, atomic, and molecular 
coordinate data into the appropriate public database 
(e.g. gene sequences deposited in GenBank) immediately 
upon publication of  research results;

• retain original data sets for a minimum of  five years (or 
longer if  other policies apply)
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Info at UPEI

• UPEI has access to ~ 25,000 journal titles, 
ceased and current

• Easy accessible via individual databases, 
OneSearch, Google Scholar and more

• Access to a lot of  research within seconds 
is the norm, within days guaranteed

• Delivery of  digital ILL/in-house articles
• Library looking at providing Impact service
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createchange.org
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Challenges

• Most people have limited access to the 
scholarly literature

• Publishers come and go and the record can 
disappear with them, or be harder to find

• Library collection costs ↑ 5-10%/year

• Considered inappropriate to hand out 
copies of  your own article in class

• Most faculty give up their copyright
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createchange.org
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Opportunities

• Encourage OA deposit in IslandScholar as 
outlined in the Open Access & Dissemination 
of  Research Output policy

• Encourage OA in promotion and tenure
• Collaborate on publication of  OA journals
• Promote open sharing of  research data
• Educate on positive effect on impact factor 

https://cab.upei.ca/sites/default/files/attachments/OpenAccessandDisseminationofResearchOutput.pdf
https://cab.upei.ca/sites/default/files/attachments/OpenAccessandDisseminationofResearchOutput.pdf
https://cab.upei.ca/sites/default/files/attachments/OpenAccessandDisseminationofResearchOutput.pdf
https://cab.upei.ca/sites/default/files/attachments/OpenAccessandDisseminationofResearchOutput.pdf
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createchange.org



Robertson Library: UPEI’s Information Crossroads

Next Steps

• Send Library a complete list of  
publications so we can ensure accuracy 

• Ensure that you deposit the best version 
(e.g. postprint or publisher copy) in the 
IslandScholar database

• Ensure that you attach the SPARC Author 
Addendum to future article submissions
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createchange.org
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Where Are We Going?

• Open Data
–Making research “re-useful”
– Enabling 1-click access to raw data

• Open Research
– “research, conducted in the spirit of  free and open 

source software... to make clear accounts of  the 
methodology, along with data and results 
extracted therefrom, freely available  [permitting] 
a massively distributed collaboration”
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IslandScholar 2.0
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Commitment

• Robertson Library is committed to 
maintaining the system and providing 
enhancements to ensure functionality and 
access/preservation to record

• Library staff  facilitate addition of  citations 
and content, will also provide admin access 
to others as needed

• Support for international open standards
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Features

• 8,300+ citations for faculty/staff/students
• Rich metadata for all types of  output
• PDF (+PDF/A), supplementary material, 

embargoes, download metrics
• Support for authoritative “scholar” record
• RSS feeds, site integration for scholars
• Citation style/RIS export, MyList
• Refworks XML ingest, responsive design
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Upcoming Features

• RSS, site integration for Faculties, Schools, 
Departments and Institutes

• Portable scholar record (e.g. VIVO)
• Add via DOI, PMID, Zotero, bookmarklet
• Links to VRE-deposited data
• Integration of  full IslandScholar system 

with individual VREs
• Integration with Impact Factor tools
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Good Resources

• createchange.org (testimonials)
• OpCit Project (research on OA)
• SPARC Canadian Authors Addendum
• Open Access Scholarly Information 

Sourcebook
• CAUT Intellectual Property Advisory

http://createchange.org/
http://createchange.org/
http://opcit.eprints.org/oacitation-biblio.html
http://opcit.eprints.org/oacitation-biblio.html
http://carl-abrc.ca/en/scholarly-communications/resources-for-authors.html
http://carl-abrc.ca/en/scholarly-communications/resources-for-authors.html
http://www.openoasis.org/
http://www.openoasis.org/
http://www.openoasis.org/
http://www.openoasis.org/
http://carl-abrc.ca/uploads/pdfs/ip-advisory1-en.pdf
http://carl-abrc.ca/uploads/pdfs/ip-advisory1-en.pdf
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Questions?




